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eh?   Well, it's not impossible.   Are you going to sug-
gest this to Faversham?"
*' I think not. It is hardly my business, and he might
think me unduly inquisitive. He will get the electricity
bill, with the number of units consumed. That should
be sufficient for him to institute inquiries/'
" But how does all this affect Alcott?" Oldland asked.
" That I hardly know. I have been unable to learn
anything of Alcott during the past seven years. He may
have obtained possession of something of value to other
people. For example, as a laboratory attendant, he
may have secured particulars of some chemical process.
A secret formula for the preparation of some commercial
article, if you like."
" By joveI" Oldland exclaimed. " I seem to re-
member Faversham telling me that he had a private
laboratory of his own at Markheys. He described to me
some experiments which he had been carrying out there,
earlier in the year/"
" Mrs. Waller informed me that there was a labora
tory at Markheys/* Dr. Priestley replied. It seemed
that at last Oldland was beginning to realise the possi-
bility which had already suggested itself to him.
" Well, then, suppose that somebody has been using
this laboratory on the quiet for their own purposes?
And suppose that this person knew that Alcott had this
formula you speak of, and wanted to get hold of it?
The envelope is explained. It may have been found
kicking about the laboratory. The letter from Alcott*s
father I confess I don't understand. I think you must
be wrong about it having been faked. The letter is
probably genuine, and Alcott carried it about for senti-
mental reasons. The envelope was sent to him, of
course, to bring him to Markheys/'
Dr. Priestley smiled at Oldland's enthusiasm. " A
very pretty web of conjecture," he said. " No, I do
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